International GCSE English Language

Specification B

Student Exemplars



Section A: Questions 1 and 2
Script A:

Read Text One in the Extracts Booklet, from First Impressions — an Englishman in
New York, which is about a man’s first experience of New York.
1  Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.

Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.
- He Foand tunsea). T0DE both . ProgO PR

(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

2 Inlines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

State one thing the writer sees.

o (Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Examiner comment:

Q1 - An accurate answer is given (1 mark). Q2 - An appropriate sighting is
given (1 mark).

Script B:

Read Text One in the Extracts Booklet, from First Impressions — an Englishman in
New York, which is about a man's first experience of New York.

1  Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigratiop process.
Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.

(Total for Question 1 = 1T mark)_

2 Inlines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.
e ——

State gne thing the writer sees.
“The uriter sosu fhe  iconic.  Manve Han.

(Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Examiner comment:

Q1 - An accurate answer is given (1 mark). Q2 - An appropriate sighting is
given (1 mark).



Script C:

1 Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.

Identify one point the writer makes 4 REGGEGGGD—
T‘m L ONQAVIACE | el
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(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

2 Inlines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

Statcgiiiithing the writer @/

(Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Examiner comment:

Q1 - An accurate answer is given (1 mark). Q2 - An appropriate sighting is
given (1 mark).

Script D:

1 Inlines 16-20 the writer describes the immigration process.
Identify one point the writer makes about the experience.
n
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(Total for Question 1 = 1 mark)

2 In lines 21-30, the writer leaves the airport and travels into the city.

State one thing the writer sees.

Thowvicn scs @ Scotbucws.

{Total for Question 2 = 1 mark)

Examiner comment:

Q1 - An accurate answer is given (1 mark). Q2 - An appropriate sighting is
given (1 mark).



Section A: Question 3
Script A:

3 Explain how the writer presents his impressions of New York.

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.
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Examiner comment:

This is a Level 3 response to the question on the writer’s impression of New
York, as it demonstrates clear understanding and has appropriate examples.
The comments are not sufficiently developed to move it into Level 4, for which a
closer analysis of language and structure would be required.

6 marks



Script B:
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Examiner comment:

This is a response which shows a clear understanding of the ways in which the
writer shows his impressions of New York and makes appropriate references.
The comments on how the writer refers to architecture are made well, with
analysis of metaphor.

6 marks




Script C:
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Examiner comment:

Thorough understanding is shown, with references which support the points that
are made. The response engages with the writing, looking at specific techniques
in a thoughtful way. A little more perceptive development of the points would
have taken this response into Level 5.

8 marks



Script D:
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Examiner comment:

There is some sound understanding and valid reference to the text is made. The
candidate’s points are not always supported in a fully secure way, but there is
relevance.

4 marks
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Script E:

Q3. Explain how the writer presents his impressions of New York.

You should support your answer with close reference to the
passage, including brief quotations. (10)

The writer presents his impressions about New York in a number of
different ways.

To begin with, he shows how excited he is to see new things and
experiences by using a lot of descriptive language to convey the
‘spectacular’ views and the 'most famous buildings of central New York’.
He presents New York as something that is both familiar and exciting by
describing it as 'being on a film set’. This makes the reader feel that the
city is something different but also that it is very familiar with
recognisable features of New York such as the ‘yellow fire hydrants’ and
the road crossing signs which show the ‘walk/don’t walk’ lights.

The writer also uses strong adjectives, such as ‘amazing’ and ‘fascinating’,
to show his wonder at the city and he is overwhelmed by all the sights
and the sounds, for he describes it as if 'somebody turned the volume up’.
By using these words, we can see how his impression of New York is
positive and somewhere everyone should go. He emphasises this idea
further at the end with a summary of his positive impression of the city by
saying how it ‘exceeded my expectations’ and that it should be on
‘everyone’s list of places to visit’.

However, the writer gives the reader a mixed impression of New York as,
at the beginning of the article, he describes the journey and the airport in
quite a negative way. He uses humour when describing the immigration
process as he has to wait in a long queue for a long time but jokes that
they were entertained by a video about New York ‘on a continuous loop’.
His first impression of the city at the airport, with the familiar shops and
restaurants, is that he ‘could be practically anywhere in the world’. He
then cleverly uses ellipsis at the end of the short sentence 'I had
arrived...” to show how his impressions change from New York being like
any other place to an amazing city once he sees the Manhattan skyline.

This sense of location is also underlined by the writer by the way he uses
proper nouns to describe the most well-known landmarks such as
‘Manhattan’ and the 'Empire State Building’. This helps to build the
impression of New York as we know that these buildings are in this
particular city and the writer helps us to enjoy the sights by letting us
experience them with him: ‘it’s only when you get up high that you fully
appreciate how mind-blowing New York architecture really is.”

12



Examiner comment:

The candidate shows a confident understanding of how the writer
presents his impressions of New York and how the language and structure
create effects. He analyses the changes from his thoughts whilst having
to queue to the way he recognises landmarks and the breath-taking
skylines. References from the text fully support the points and are well-
integrated into the sentences.

9 marks
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Section A: Questions 4 and 5

Script A:

4 In lines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.

State one of the difficulties the writer experienced.

ttfu:nd h.se,i? bqueezmg Thmx.gh mes .

____(Total for Question 4 = 1 mark)

5 Inlines 20-28, the writer describes the ferry crossing.

Mame two things the writer finds unpleasant.

2. IThat o o0s. . id the woeOdher s oot

Examiner comment:
Q4 - a correct example of a difficulty is given (1 mark). Q5 - Two unpleasant
experiences are recorded (2 marks).

(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

14



Script B:

4 Inlines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.

State one of the dlfﬂcultles the writer experlenced
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5 Inlines 20-28, the writer describes the ferry crossing.

Name two things the writer finds unpleasant.

e (Total for Question 5 =2 marks)
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Examiner comment:

Q4 - The point about the writer’s arriving ‘breathless and late’ is not a valid one,

as it does not refer to difficulties faced by the writer. Q5 - Two unpleasant
experiences are recorded (2 marks).

Script C:

4 In lines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to thm"'J
state iR of th“s the writer experienced.
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5 Inlines 20-28, the writer describes the (NG /
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Examiner comment:

Q4 - A correct example of a difficulty is given (1 mark). Q5 - No response was

recorded.
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Script D:

4 Inlines 1-19, the writer describes his journey to the ferry terminal.

State one of the difficulties the writer experienced.
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5 Inlines 20-28, the writer describes the ferry crossing.

Name two things the writer finds unpleasant.
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(Total for Question 5 = 2 marks)

Examiner comment:

Q4 - A correct example of a difficulty is given (1 mark). Q5 - One point is

_____ ({Total for Question 4 =1 mark)

clearly made and fully relevant. The second, however, does not quite score the

point, as the example given does not quite indicate the writer’s sense of things

being unpleasant (1 mark).
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Section A: Question 6
Script A:

6 How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover?

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including

brief quotations.
(10}
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Examiner comment:
Some thorough understanding and detailed references indicate that this merits a

mark in Level 4, although the analysis would have needed to be sharper to make
it worthy of the next level. The comments pick out some good examples of
effective language.

7 marks.
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Script B:

6 How does the writer describe his thoughts and teelings about his trip t¢ Dover!

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations.
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Examiner comment:
Some clear understanding and comment but it is not always sufficiently

developed. It just meets the Level 3 descriptors on the ‘best fit’ principle, with
some valid points about how Bryson sustains the reader’s interest.

5 marks.

20



Script C:

6 How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover? ‘

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage, including
brief quotations. ‘
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Examiner comment:
Some understanding, so worth a Level 2 mark. However, the candidate loses

focus on thoughts and feelings, and approaches the question as being purely
about writing techniques.

4 marks.
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Script D:

6 How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about his trip to Dover?

You should support your answer with close reference to the passage.including
brief quotations.
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Examiner comment:
This is a response meriting a mark in Level 2, as some relevant comment on

language is offered and there are valid references. To have moved the mark
beyond Level 2, it would have been necessary to give a fuller analysis of the way
in which effects are achieved to describe thoughts and feelings; there is perhaps
over-reliance on sentence length, whether short or long.

4 marks.
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Script E:

Q6. How does the writer describe his thoughts and feelings about
his trip to Dover?

You should support your answer with close reference to the
passage, including

brief quotations. (10)

The extract is written in the first person, which helps us follow the writer’s
thoughts very closely as he uses the personal pronoun I’ throughout.

The structure of the extract also cleverly shows his train of thought about
the day. It starts off positively with him having breakfast early and
leaving the hotel to begin ‘another promising day’. Even from the next
line, we see how this might not happen, which gives the reader a sense of
foreboding, as the map of Calais is described as 'inadequate’ and this
means that the walk to the ferry was longer than he thought. This causes
him to be late for the ferry so in the space of the first paragraph, we go
from him being positive to a lot less positive. The rest of the article
carries on in this less positive way and even though the writer is ‘eager to
see Dover again’, he is left disappointed. The article ends as it began, on
a positive note with the writer ‘cheered” and buying a ticket to London
ready to start another new journey.

A mixture of humour and descriptive language is used to bring the scene
on the ferry to life. The writer is already upset by his walk to the ferry
and he then builds on this by using words such as ‘'mayhem’ to describe
the duty free shop on the ship. He also sees the humour in the situation
by using a metaphor to describe the people on the deck as having 'blue
lips and dancing hair’ as they pretend not to be cold; the idea of the hair
dancing seems to give the hair a life of its own.

Adjectives are a key part of the writer’s description, and the extract
chooses contrasting adjectives to describe the changes in his mood such
as ‘a small cry of pleasure’ and ‘unhappy’. He also uses verbs to create
similar mood swings. This is shown where, because he is ‘eager’ to see
Dover again, he talks about how he 'strode into the centre’ of town which
shows how positive and excited he is. The verb shows that he walks
briskly and with a strong sense of purpose. However, by the end, he
‘plodded distractedly through the streets’, with the verb emphasising how
he has become tired and downhearted and talks about how ‘unhappy’ he
is to see how unfamiliar everything has become. This use of contrasting
words to describe the way he walks and how this matches his thoughts,
enables us to follow the changes in his feelings. Bryson is very skilful at
letting us feel his disappointment at how much the place has changed.
This creates a powerful sense of anti-climax.
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Examiner comment:

In this response, the candidate concentrates on the contrasts between the
writer’s optimism and the feelings of disappointment which often take
over. The use of humour is also included, with apt examples from the
passage, accompanied by perceptive comments. Analysis of language and
structure is discriminating.

9 marks
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Section A: Question 7
Script A:
7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences,

Support your answer with examples from both texts. :
(15) =
|
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Examiner comment:
There is an attempt at content based comparison and relevant references

are made. This therefore deserves a mark in Level 2 even if it is not a

complete response. To improve the quality of this response, for which 15
marks are available, a fuller explanation of the different ways in which the
two writers convey their experiences, set out in a comparative way, would

have been required.

4 marks
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Script B:

7 Compare how the writers of Text Cne and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences.

Suppart your answer with examples from both texts.
{(15)
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Examiner comment:

There is a clear attempt at comparison but it is underdeveloped. The
suggestion that the two passages have different purposes is a worthwhile
one, and there is an attempt to show differences in tone and descriptive
techniques, though this would have needed to be more fully amplified for
a higher Level mark.

5 marks
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Script C:

7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two“heir ideas and experiences.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.
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Examiner comment:

The opening sentence directly compares the two texts. This is followed
by a range of points with examples, although sometimes the comparison
is implicit.

7 marks

m‘t\j & used
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Script D:

7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey their ideas and experiences.

Support your answer with examples from both texts.
(15)
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Examiner comment:
There is very little here: the answer is clearly not finished, perhaps

because time ran out. The candidate needed to remember that this is the
question with the highest marks in Section A, and hence to leave enough

time for a full and sustained response.

1 mark
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Script E:

Q7 Compare how the writers of Text One and Text Two convey
their ideas and experiences.
Support your answer with examples from both texts.

(15)

The writers of the two texts convey their ideas and experiences about
travel in similar and different ways.

There is a basic similarity in the fact that both of the articles are written
in the first person. This means that they both have a very personal feel
to them and, as readers, we feel more involved.

However, the writers convey their ideas slightly differently. The ideas in
Text 1 are largely positive, as the writer in many ways enjoys his
experiences of New York. Although he is annoyed and frustrated by the
immigration process, he then talks enthusiastically about the city, using
adjectives such as ‘fascinating” and ‘amazing’ to describe his trip. He
enjoys the sights he sees and describes them as 'spectacular’, with the
'wow’” moment when he saw the Manhattan skyline. The writer of text 2
is less enthusiastic. Although he start off positively as he describes the
‘bromising’ start to the day, he soon becomes upset by his long walk to
the ferry, the ferry crossing and his travels. He uses negative language
about Dover and describes it as ‘unrecognisable’ with ‘derelict factories’.

Both writers describe their journeys and arrival in a different country - an
Englishman in America and an American in England. On arrival, the
writer of text one is initially rather disappointed as he describes seeing
Starbucks and McDonalds and how it ‘could be practically anywhere in the
world’” but his disappointment is then lifted by the wonderful views.
Generally therefore there is a contrast in that he goes from negative first
impressions to a more positive picture, whereas the opposite is true for
Bryson. In text 2, the writer is in the end disappointed in his experiences
of Dover, since he finds that it is ‘indistinguishable’ from any other English
town with a 'Boots and WH Smith’. Also, like the writer of text 1, Bill
Bryson soon finds some sights that are familiar and become a 'point of
reference’.

Similarly, the two writers end their pieces in what appears to be the same
way,; however, the importance of the two endings is very different, as the
writers reflect on the experiences they have had. Both end with the writer
leaving the place they have visited. The writer of text 1 is ‘already
thinking about coming back’” as he takes off to go home, whereas the
writer of text 2 is glad to be leaving. In the last lines, he leaves the hotel
he used to stay in and 'bought a ticket for the next train” without going in.
He is very pleased to leave and certainly does not seem to be planning to
come back!
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The writers structure their works very differently. Text 1 is easier to read
and pinpoint the main points as the writer uses clear headings and directs
the reader to particular areas of his experiences such as 'the skyscrapers’
and 'the scale of the place’. It is more informative and seems to have
been written for a magazine to encourage visitors to come to New York.
Text 2 is more narrative and is a much more personal view of Dover. It
does not seem to be aimed at readers who might be thinking of visiting
Dover.

Both writers are quite informal when describing the places they have
visited. In text 1, the writer uses colloquial language such as ‘wow’ and
talks about how the experience was ‘mind-blowing’. By using this casual
language and hyperbole, the reader is making his article very accessible
and readers can relate to his experiences. Similarly, the writer of text 2
uses a humorous tone to hide his disappointment. After his awful
journey, he describes himself as ‘like someone who’d just survived a
mining disaster’. This use of simile allows the reader to really visualise
the writer’s experience and the exaggeration and humour allows us to see
that it possibly wasn’t as bad as the writer is making out.

Examiner comment:

The candidate has responded very thoughtfully making a wide range of
comparisons in this analysis. The references are finely balanced across

the two texts and structure is looked at closely. The tone and language
are also considered successfully and the judgements are discriminating.
14 marks
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Section B: Question 8
Script F:

8 Afriend of yours is going abroad for the first time.
Write a letter to your friend explaining what it might be like.
You should include:

what might be seen or experienced
= what might be enjoyable
- what might be disappointing.

Think carefully about the purpose of your letter and the audience for whom
it is intended.
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Examiner comment:

AO1 - the candidate successfully draws on ideas from the two texts while
avoiding being dependent on them for content or context. The choice of
Ireland as a destination is successful, with a convincing sense of place.
The interpretation of the bullets is apt and persuasive, with a wide range
of relevant points.

AO4 - the writing is sharply focused and sophisticated - a lively response.

AOS5 - Technically, the writer shows sophisticated control and ambitious
vocabulary, which communicates very effectively, despite a few technical
slips.

9+12+7 = 28 marks out of 30.
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Script G:
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Examiner comment:

AO1 - Ideas are for the most part drawn from Text 1, but there is
coverage of a reasonable number of relevant points.

AO4 - The candidate writes a successful and effective letter, with a secure
sense of audience and purpose, established quickly through the direct and
engaging opening.

AO5 - The writing is accurate and sometimes ambitious
6+10+8 = 24 out of 30
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Script H:
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Examiner comment:

AO1 - the response touches on the third bullet about potential
disappointments, but there are a reasonable number of relevant points,
drawing on the source materials in an appropriate way.

AO4 - The candidate has written a letter that communicates successfully,
with a sound awareness of audience and purpose.

AO5 - The writing is mostly accurate, but with occasional slips of both
spelling (e.g. skyscrappers) and punctuation (e.g. ‘its’ with the
apostrophe omitted).

5+9+6 = 20 out of 30
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Examiner comment:

AO1 - the candidate makes some relevant points but expression impedes
clarity, as the meaning is not always conveyed in a way which is easily
understood.

AO4 - The communication is broadly appropriate, but again weaknesses
of expression impede clear understanding. There is some grasp of
purpose and an awareness of audience is shown.

AO5- Although there is much accurate spelling, there are problems with
grammatical control and expression.

3+3+2 = 8 out of 30.
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Script J:

Q8 A friend of yours is going abroad for the first time.
Write a letter to your friend explaining what it might be like.
You should include:
e what might be seen or experienced
e what might be enjoyable
e what might be disappointing.
Think carefully about the purpose of your letter and the audience
for whom it is intended.
(30)

Dear Lisa

I was so excited to hear that you are FINALLY going to go to America and
visit your brother. You will have such an amazing time - I am really
jealous!

I know you haven’t been abroad before so I thought I'd write to you
and let you know about the things you will love and the things which you
just need to accept as part of the journey and of travelling.

So where to start? As with all journeys, let’s start at the beginning!
Once you land in the USA, you have to go through quite a lot of security.
The key to surviving this in good humour is to just wait patiently in line
and don’t get too worried about the crowds. Everyone is very helpful and,
as long as you have your visa and your passport, you will sail through.
Once you have done that, you need to make sure you pick up your
luggage (my dad forgot to do this once...) and then either get in a taxi or
get the bus. As it is your first time in New York, get a yellow taxi into
Manhattan as it is an amazing experience and makes you feel like you
have really arrived! I wouldn’t be surprised if you find your taxi driver
very friendly and talkative, which will all help you to feel more at home.

For your first day, just take it easy. I went on a ferry around
Manhattan to get a feel for the place. It can be quite busy and noisy with
lots of families with small children, but you will get used to this. In some
places, you will think that New York just looks like London, only more so,
with even taller buildings and many of the same shops, but there are
some truly unique sights such as the Statue of Liberty which you will love
- it looks exactly the same as it does in that film we saw last year, so
take lots of pictures and remember its amazing history.

Take the time to have a good look around on foot as you can get a
fantastic perspective on the high buildings and mingle with all the
different people, and when I say different I really mean different. New
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York has all races and all sorts! We always laugh when we go there about
how loud everyone talks on their phones so you can hear everything that
everyone is saying. Make sure you get a good map from the hotel you
are staying at. Sometimes, maps can make places seem really near when
they aren’t. We used one last time to get to a museum and ending up
having to queue for about an hour as we were late. We were also really
messy and boiling hot so make sure you leave enough time and don't
need to run for anything.

I do have to mention a few possible disappointments. The food is
great in some ways, but, if you eat everything put in front of you, you will
swell up like a balloon. Also, there are some parts of the city still where
you could meet people living in real poverty. I should avoid areas like
that. You'll find out easily enough which parts of the city are not great to
visit.

Have a great time — once you have been once, you will want to go
again and again as there is so much to see and experience. Send me a
postcard!

See you when you get back.

Anna

XXXXX

Examiner comment

The letter is written in an appropriate register for a letter to a friend and
all of the bullet points are covered fully. The comments are well-focused
and developed and they draw on the two passages successfully. There are
perceptive references and the ideas are persuasive and informative. The
tone is strong and the structure assured, with good use of humour and

varied vocabulary. Original points are also included.

Level 5 - AO1 - 10; AO4 - 12; AO5 - 8 = 30 marks
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Section C: Question 9, 10, 11
Script K:
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Examiner comment

AO4 - The candidate’s discussion of whether it is better to travel than to

arrive contains some reasonable ideas, but these are not always very

strongly argued and would benefit from stronger development.

AO5 - The writing contains some accurate spelling and punctuation.
However, these are accompanied by some errors of grammar and
examples of unclear expression, which mean that the ambitious and
thoughtful ideas do not always come across as effectively as they might.

10 +5 = 15 out of 30
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Examiner comment

AO4 - The candidate has produced a sharply focused and sophisticated
piece of writing on the topic ‘The Beginning’, the quality of which merits a

Level 5. The approach is an unusual one, with some fascinating parallels
drawn.

AO5 - The writing is accurate and the vocabulary ambitious.
Communication is vivid and effective
20 +9 = 29 out of 30
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Examiner comment

AO4 - There are some reasonably clear ideas, but their expression could
sometimes be livelier and more arresting, to merit a higher Level.

AO5 - The writing is mostly secure, but with some errors.
11+5= 16 out of 30
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Examiner comment

AO4 - Although the writing becomes more narrative than descriptive,
there is a reasonably clear and effective sense of the importance of the
place selected because of the impression it had made on the writer.

AO5 - The candidate has produced a response which is mostly accurate,

but with some slips.

13+7= 20 out of 30
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